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 STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
 ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 
 Director 
 Mining and Minerals Division 
 1220 South Saint Francis Drive 
 Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 
 Telephone: (505) 476-3400 
 

 
 SUBPART 3 
 MINIMAL IMPACT NEW MINING OPERATIONS 
 PERMIT APPLICATION 
 

 
The following information is required under the New Mexico Mining Act (Sections 69-36-1 through 69-36-20, NMSA 1978) and associated 
rules.  The Mining and Minerals Division of the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department is the administrative agency through 
which this application is to be processed.  See §304, Minimal Impact New Mining Operations, of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules for all 
regulations associated with Minimal Impact Mining operations. 
 
Permit Application Requirements: (§304.A-C and §601) 
 
⎭ A minimal impact new mining operation will not be considered a minimal impact mining operation if 

it exceeds 10 acres of disturbed land, except that pre-existing roads and reclaimed areas within the 
permit area will not be counted. 
Reclaimed, for this purpose means all financial assurance has been released, except the amount held 
to reestablish vegetation pursuant to §1204. 

 
⎭ Permit applications shall be submitted in ample time to have the permit issued before mining 

operations begin, and operations shall not begin until after the permit is issued. 
 
⎭ Six copies of the completed application need to be submitted. 
 
⎭ Confidential information needs to be clearly indicated and submitted separately. 
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4 Check the "YES" or "NO" box for each of the following characteristics as related to the proposed 

minimal impact mining operation: 
 
YES     NO 
� � Located in or having a direct surface impact on wetlands, springs, perennial or intermittent streams, 

lakes, rivers, reservoirs or riparian areas. 
 

� � Located in designated critical habitat areas as determined in accordance with the federal Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 or in areas determined by the Department of Game and Fish likely to result in an 
adverse impact on an endangered species designated in accordance with the Wildlife Conservation 
Act, Sections 17-2-37 through 17-2-46 NMSA 1978 or by the State Forestry Division for the 
Endangered Plants Act, section 75-6-1 NMSA 1978. 

 

� � Located in an area designated as Federal Wilderness Area, Wilderness Study Area, Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern, or an area within the National Wild and Scenic River System. 

 

� � Located in a known cemetery or other burial ground. 
 

� � Located in an area with cultural resources listed on either the National Register of Historic Places or 
the State Register of Cultural Properties. 

 

� � Having or expected to have a direct impact on ground water that has a total dissolved solids 
concentration of less than 10,000 mg/L, except exploratory drilling intersecting ground water may be 
performed as a minimal impact operation. 

 

� � Expected to use or using cyanide, mercury amalgam, heap leaching or dump leaching in its operations. 
 

� � Expected to result in point or non-point source surface or subsurface releases of acid or other toxic 
substances from the permit area. 

 

� � Requiring a variance from any part of these Rules as part of the permit application. 
 
 
IMPORTANT NOTES! 
 
/ If you have checked "YES" to any of the above boxes, the mining operation does not qualify as a 

minimal impact mining operation. Do not continue to fill out the remainder of this form.  
 
/ If you do meet the above requirements and have checked "NO" to all of the above boxes, continue 

filling out this application. 
 
/ Obtaining a Mining Act permit does not necessarily satisfy the obligation to obtain permits required 

by other governmental entities. 
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⎭  PLEASE FILL IN ALL APPLICABLE INFORMATION AS COMPLETELY AS 

POSSIBLE. 
 
⎭  PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE ALL INFORMATION. 
 
1. OPERATOR INFORMATION (§304.D.1) 

 
LIST PROJECT NAME: 
 
 
NAME OF APPLICANT:                                                                                                       
 

ADDRESS:                                                                                                               
 

                                                                                                               
 

PHONE #:                                               
                                                                                                                                                  
NAME OF OWNER (if different from applicant's name and address): 
 

                                                                                                              
 

ADDRESS:                                                                                                               
 

                                                                                                              
  

PHONE #:                                               
 
 
NAME OF ON-SITE CONTACT OR OPERATOR'S REPRESENTATIVE: 
 

                                                                                                               
 

ADDRESS:                                                                                                               
 

                                                                                                              
 

PHONE #:                                               
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Nick V. Fleming, Tesoro Del Alma Inc.
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6077 Coffee Rd. Suite 4 PMB 196

John Bokich
Typewritten Text
Bakersfield, CA 93308-9417
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661-600-4045
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FAX #:    661-215-6589
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EMAIL: nfleming@tesoro-del-alma.com
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FAX #:   661-215-6589
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2. RIGHT TO ENTER INFORMATION (§304.D.1) 
 

A. Describe or provide evidence for the basis of the applicant's right to enter the 
property to conduct the mining and reclamation: 

 
                                                                                                                                
 
                                                                                                                               

 
                                                                                                                               

 
B. List the names and addresses of surface and mineral ownership within the proposed 

permit area: 
 

1. Surface Owner(s): 
 

Name                                Address                                  Phone #             

 
                                                                                                               

 
                                                                                                              

 
2. Mineral Owner(s): 

 
Name                                Address                                    Phone #          

 
                                                                                                             

 
                                                                                                             

 
C. List the author(s), title(s), date(s) and report number(s) of any cultural resource survey 

report(s) submitted to the agency(ies) or landowner(s) listed above: 
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The claim is located on public lands administered by the US Bureau of Land Management
(BLM).  Nick V. Fleming, as representative for Tesoro Del Alma has the right to the BLM 
Registered Load Claim is TDA6, NMMC 167937, Sections 3 & 4, T16S, R4W, NMPM, 
through mineral load claim location, filing and maintenance fee filings per relevant sections
of 43 CFR 3800. In addition a Tunnel Site Claim, TESORO 1, BLM Serial Number 
(AMC#'s) NMMC 189169 is held by Nick V. Fleming, Tesoro Del Alma, Inc.
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Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502-0115
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No properties listed on the National Register of Historical Places or the New Mexico State
Register of Cultural Properties are preset within the proposed mining permit area an no
cultural resources are known to exist within the permit area.
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3. MAPS (§304.D.2) 
 

A. Provide a legal description of the site [Township(s), Range(s) and Section(s)]: 
 

                                                                                                                                
 

                                                                                                                                
B. Provide a topographic map(s) of at least 1 inch = 2,000 feet (or appropriate for the 

size of disturbance) showing the areas of land to be disturbed by the proposed mining 
and reclamation.  Identify general area shown on the map(s) by Township, Range 
and Section(s).  If the area to be mined contains the following features, show them on 
the map(s): 

 
1. Boundary of the proposed permit area with the existing and proposed area 

of disturbance 
2. Previously disturbed areas 
3. Perennial, intermittent and ephemeral streams; springs; wetlands; riparian 

areas; lakes and reservoirs 
4. Proposed and existing roads and other access routes 
5. Residences 
6. Support facilities 
7. Cemeteries, burial grounds; cultural resources listed or eligible for listing on 

either the National Register of Historic Places or the State Register of 
Cultural Properties 

8. Pipelines 
9. Oil, gas, water and monitoring wells on and within two miles of the permit 

area 
10. Identify the location of shafts, adits, trenches, ponds, pits, quarries, 

stockpiles, waste dumps etc 
                                                                                                                      
 
4. ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITS HELD FOR OTHER OPERATIONS (§304.D.3) 
 

Provide a list of other environmental permits held for other mining operations within the 
United States and any violations issued for non-compliance with those permits. 

 
NAMES OR TYPES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITS: 
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Typewritten Text
The permit area is located within the TDA6 Load Mining Claim, Sierra County, NM within
the Pittsburg Mining District in portions of Sections 3 and 4 of T16S, R4W, NMPM.  In addition
a Tunnel Site Claim, TESORO 1, BLM Serial Number (AMC#'s) NMMC 189169 is held by Nick V. Fleming, Tesoro Del Alma, Inc.
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N/A
No other mining operations are currently, or have ever been held by Tesoro del Alma, 
nor Nick V. Fleming within the United States, and therefore this section is Not Applicable.
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Location Maps and figures showing existing Pre-Act disturbance, cross sections and Post
Reclamation topography and cross sections are provided in Appendix A.
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LIST PERMIT VIOLATIONS; NUMBER, TYPE AND ISSUING AGENCY: 
 
                                                                                                                                            

 
                                                                                                                                            

 
                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                             
 
5. MINING DESCRIPTION (§304.D.4) 
 

A. Type of mineral or minerals to be mined:                                                        
 

B. Check (3) the method of proposed mining: 
 

        Surface       or         Underground 
 

C. Describe the sizes and volumes of the facilities to be used: 
 

Plant Site/Staging Area: 
 

How Many             Acreage               
 

Pits or Quarries : How Many          Acreage               Volume (cu.yds.)             
Stockpiles:   How Many          Acreage               Volume (cu.yds.)             
Waste  Dumps:  How Many          Acreage               Volume (cu.yds.)            

 
List the following for New Road(s): 

 
Length (ft.)                 Width (ft.)                

   
Length (ft.)                 Width (ft.)                

 
List the following for extension or widening of Existing Road(s): 
 

Length (ft.)                    Width (ft.)                   
 

Length (ft.)                    Width (ft.)                   
 

Other Disturbances:  Type                                                                          
 

How Many              Acreage              Volume (cu.yds.)                                 
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roads are of adequate width to allow planned operations.  Some minor maintenance
                                                                                     may be required within the width
                                                                                     of existing roadways.
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Mined material from underground operations will be hoisted to the surface utilizing
a mobile hoist/crane, and mine materials will be loaded into a vehicle for transport 
offsite to a processing facility.  No onsite processing will take place other than 
loading and transporting mine materials. (See attached supplemental information).
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Current mining operations will consist primarily of hand tools, both manual
and power tools, used underground in the Pre-Act mine workings to remove 
existing mined material.  The mined material will be loaded into buckets underground, 
hoisted to the surface utilizing a mobile hoist/crane, and loaded into vehicles for 
transport offsite for processing.  (See attached supplemental information).
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The elevation of the project area is about 5,100 ft. above sea level and the high water 
level of Caballo lake is about 4,200 ft.  Therefor groundwater is expected to be 500 to 
900 feet below the project area, and 500 to 800 ft. below project mine workings.
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No dewatering activities are anticipated.
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USGS Quad Maps, Caballo and Apache Peak and NM Office of the State Engineer's W.A.T.E.R.S. Database. 
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See attached supplemental information.
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See attached supplemental information.
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See attached supplemental information.
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Current land use for adjacent lands is wildlife habitat and livestock grazing.
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The proposed post mining land use is as the pre-mining, wildlife habitat and livestock grazing.
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There are no identified cultural resources within the project area, and the nature of the 
mining and reclamation activities make it unlikely that any cultural resources will be 
encountered.  Should any cultural resource item be encountered during mining or 
reclamation operations, the NM Mining and Minerals Division will be notified.
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Section 7.A of this application provides a comprehensive description of backfilling
and grading operations to be performed as part of reclamation after mining.
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Sections 7.A, 7.B, 7.D and 7.E of this application provide comprehensive 
descriptions of steps to be taken to reconstruct and protect the hydrologic balance
of the site after mining.

John Bokich
Typewritten Text
No new disturbance is anticipated for this project, and the area is in poor condition
at present with no material that would be classified as topsoil present.  Re-establishment
of vegetation will be accomplished using materials regraded from surrounding, Pre-Act
disturbance stockpiles and by using native, adaptive species in the seed mix.
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As described in Section 7.A of this application, the seed bed preparation will consist
of light scarification after final grading, application of fertilizer and a mixture of 
native, adaptive plant species, as identified in the following section.
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See attached supplemental information.
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Broadcast seeded.
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No mulch material is proposed for the reclamation of the area.  The seed species 
in the seed mix are native and adaptive to the area and will establish without
mulch.  Mulch would act as an attractant to livestock grazing the area.
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As discussed previously in Section 7.A, there will be no permanent structures, and
the shaft will be plugged with PUF, concrete, a steel welded cover and covered in eight
plus (8+) feet of backfill at closure and reclamation.
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Existing roadways are present through the site, origins of which are not known.  It
is anticipated that these roadways will be maintained after the Tesoro Del Alma
Project and will only be treated as part of the overall Stormwater and erosion
control activities.
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Reclamation activities will be initiated at completion of mining operations, with final
seed bed preparation and seeding taking place between mid-May and mid-June of the
year when operations are completed.  Operations are so small that reclamation cannot
begin until mining is complete.
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May    15    2014                 June  30      2014













 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX A 
 
 

Tesoro Del Alma Project 
 

Maps, Figures, Topography and Cross Sections 
 

Existing Pre-Act Conditions 
 

And 
 

Post Reclamation Topography and Cross Sections 
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Tesoro Del Alma Project
T16N, R4W, Sections 3 & 4
Sierra County, New Mexico
February 2011
Approximate Scale: 1" = 26,000'
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